
Our Scientific Programs are funding the critical 
research that will improve treatment options and 

find a cure for lung cancer. To date, UALC has awarded 
over $8.5 million to academic investigators engaged in 
innovative lung cancer research, leading to over $43 
million in follow-on funding, new therapies in clinical 
trials, and major advances improving treatment. With 
your support, we will find a cure for lung cancer.
 
This year’s UALC grant recipients are developing 
new methods for early detection of lung cancer, 
investigating new targets and novel therapies for both 
small cell lung cancer (SCLC) and non-small cell lung 
cancer (NSCLC), and gaining a greater understanding 
of the origins of lung cancer to find a cure for the 
nation’s leading cancer killer.

Phuoc Tran, MD, PhD 
Johns Hopkins University

Sponsored by Elliot’s Legacy  

and Joan’s Legacy

Screening for TWIST1 inhibitors
as treatment for lung cancer

KRAS mutations are found in 15-25% of NSCLC 
patients; however, there is no targeted therapy 
available. Dr. Tran is investigating TWIST1, a new 
target protein that helps lung tumor cells grow by 

blocking normal checkpoints within the cell. In this 
project, he will identify novel compounds that inhibit 
TWIST1 using both cellular and preclinical models. 
If successful, these compounds will provide options 
for lung cancer patients without currently available 
targeted treatments. 

Magda Stumpfova, PhD
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Sponsored by Lissa Florman Research 

Fund and the Chicago Lung Run

Characterization of CRKL as a 
novel resistance mechanism to  
ALK inhibitors

The ALK inhibitor crizotinib has shown to be very 
effective in patients harboring ALK mutations, 
including the EML4-ALK fusion; however, patients 
become resistant to treatment. Dr. Stumpfova’s project 
will focus on a new target, CRKL. She will study how 
CRKL leads to ALK inhibitor resistance, validate 
whether this mechanism also occurs in NSCLC 
patients that have developed acquired resistance to 
crizotinib, and test strategies to overcome this type of 
ALK inhibitor resistance. 

Eric Haura, MD
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center  

and Research Institute

Sponsored by the Caine Halter Fund  

for Lung Cancer Research

Activity-based kinome profiling 
in small cell lung cancer

Small cell lung cancer is the 6th leading cancer in the 
US and despite years of effort, there have been few 
treatment gains through the use of novel chemotherapy 
or targeted agents.  Dr. Haura is using advanced 
technology to identify new proteins and pathways that 
drive SCLC and thus identify new targets for therapy. In 
addition, Dr. Haura will use these findings to identify 
biomarkers that can predict whether patients will 
respond to specific drugs.
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Over 
$43 
million 

in funding from 
outside sources 
for our grantees

Over 

130 
presentations 
of research at 

scientific meetings

$8.5 million 
Over 

120 
peer-reviewed 
publications

Impact of UALC Funding to Date:

See the rest of our grant recipients on page 4.
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At Uniting Against Lung Cancer, we believe that collaboration and information sharing are key drivers 
of scientific progress. To jumpstart new relationships between research investigators and provide them 
with valuable mentoring from the thought leaders in their field, we created our Collaboration in Action 
series. Held in November, the 2011 series consisted of the 3rd annual Insights into Research reception, an 
Investigator Meeting and the UALC Medical Committee 
Advisory Meeting. Over two days, we brought together 
our recent class of grant recipients, the UALC Medical 
Committee, and our supporters and lung cancer advocates 
to learn about the latest advances in lung cancer research. 

Our Insights into Research Reception featured presentations from Dr. Eric 
Haura, a past grantee, 2008 Hope Now Award winner, and Medical Committee 
member, and Dr. Lecia Sequist, a current UALC grantee. Dr. Haura presented 
his work on identifying and understanding signaling networks in lung tumors, 
identifying new pathways and proteins to target with new lung cancer drugs. 
UALC funding helped start work in his lab, leading to a major research effort 
and over $2.5 million in follow-on funding. Dr. Sequist shared her recent 
achievements studying resistance to EGFR therapies. Our speakers were joined 
by three members of the UALC Medical Committee, Drs. Charles Rudin, John 
Heymach and Mark Kris, to field questions from the audience. The event was a 
great success, providing a unique opportunity for our Partners and advocates to 
meet individual grantees in attendance, and ask questions of some of the leading 
lung cancer clinicians in the country. 

At our Investigator Meeting, grantees shared their progress with each other and the 
UALC Medical Committee, working together to tackle some of the leading questions 
in lung cancer research and collaborating to move the field forward. 

Our Medical Committee, comprised of the nation’s leading thoracic oncologists, 
selected our new grant recipients. You can find a summary of these grants, made 
possible by the support of our Partners, in this newsletter.  

Through the generosity of people like you, we are taking lung cancer research  
to new heights and are making real progress in our fight to find a cure.  
To find out more please contact the development office at Development@
UnitingAgainstLungCancer.org.

Linda Wenger

Message from the Executive Director

Published by: Uniting Against Lung Cancer (formerly Joan’s Legacy)

27 Union Square West, Suite 304, New York, NY 10003
Tel: (212) 627-5500 | Fax: (212) 627-7594 | Email: mail@UnitingAgainstLungCancer.org  
www.UnitingAgainstLungCancer.org

Uniting Against Lung Cancer is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Special Thanks to Sherman Advertising Associates for the design and layout of this newsletter.

The need for funding for lung 
cancer research is greater than 
ever. Get involved and be part  
of the solution!  
• Donate. 
• Host an event.  
• Sponsor an hour of research.
• Fund a grant. 
• Join us and UNITE!

Each contribution is vital to the 
fight against lung cancer; please 
consider making a donation 
of either time or money today. 
Many of our Progress Partners 
and Champions host events, big 
and small, around the country 
in an effort to fund the most 
promising research in lung 
cancer. Contact us at Events@
UnitingAgainstLungCancer.org to 
start planning your fundraiser. 

How to get involved
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Speeding translational research
Lee Krug, MD 
Associate Attending Physician, Division of  Thoracic 

Oncology, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, 

New York, NY

 

Dr. Krug was awarded a grant in 2009 for his work developing 
new treatments for small cell lung cancer, and his story shows how 
funding from an organization like UALC can enable rapid progress 
in lab research to bedside application. Early studies confirmed one 
drug candidate would not be an effective treatment for lung cancer; 
Dr. Krug was able to use our funding to rapidly turn to the next 
potential therapy, putting resources where they were needed most. 
This new treatment shows promise for patients with small cell lung 
cancer, and will soon be tested in a new clinical trial. 

“I was fortunate to receive funding from Uniting Against Lung Cancer 
to develop novel therapies for small cell lung cancer. The treatment 
of small cell lung cancer has not advanced in any significant way 
for over 25 years. Despite that, very few funding opportunities 
are available to support research in this disease. With the help of 
the seed money from UALC, [… my colleagues and I] established a 
strong collaboration with new colleagues to test two new, promising 
drugs. Now we have a clinical trial that is about to open with one 
of those compounds. The formation of this collaboration, and the 
translation of the lab work to the clinic, emphasizes the importance 
of the support an organization like UALC can provide.” – Dr. Lee Krug

Supporting the best young investigators 
Rocio Sotillo, PhD
Staff  Scientist, European Molecular Biology 

Laboratory, Monterotondo, Italy; European Research 

Council Investigator; Howard Hughes Medical 

Institute International Early Career Scientist

Dr. Sotillo was awarded a grant from 
Uniting Against Lung Cancer in 2009 as a Research Associate 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York, NY. 
Since her award from UALC, Dr. Sotillo has attained a tenure-
track position at the prestigious European Molecular Biology 
Laboratory, starting her own laboratory and continuing her 
work on chromosomal instability and lung cancer. She has since 
published her research in Nature, Nature Reviews Cancer, and Cancer 
Cell. In 2011, Dr. Sotillo was named an International Early Career 
Scientist from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and was the 
recipient of the prestigious Young Investigator Award from the 
European Research Council. She has received over $3 million in 
follow-on funding to support her work.

“I would like to express my gratitude to Uniting Against Lung Cancer 
for your generous support of my research. Your funding enabled me 
to continue to study chromosome instability in tumor recurrence 
and publish my research in Nature. At the same time, I had the 
opportunity to initiate new projects, and am very hopeful that this 
research will make important contributions to our knowledge of 
late stage lung cancer in the near future. Without UALC support 
I would not have been able to finish my studies and successfully 
attain a position as an independent investigator. I cannot emphasize 
enough how important your continuous support has been for my 
scientific achievements.” – Dr. Rocio Sotillo

The Caine Halter Hope Now Award for Lung Cancer Research

The Hope Now Award is a $25,000 prize that recognizes 
outstanding achievement in lung cancer research. In 2008, the 
Caine Halter Fund for Lung Cancer Research began sponsoring 
the award in memory of Caine Halter, a healthy 45-year-old-non-
smoker who lost his life to lung cancer in August 2007, after a 
valiant 13-month battle.  
 

Matthew Meyerson, MD, PhD
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Dr. Matthew Meyerson received the 2011 
Hope Now Award in recognition for his 
perseverance and continued dedication 
to improving treatment for lung cancer 
patients. Dr. Meyerson was first awarded a 
UALC grant in 2003, enabling him and his 

colleagues to launch the field of targeted therapy in lung cancer that 
led to the discovery of EGFR mutations in lung cancer and currently 

approved targeted therapies such as erlotinib (Tarceva®), gefitinib 
(Iressa®) and crizotinib (Xalkori®). Dr. Meyerson’s work has been 
published in esteemed scientific journals and has garnered over 
$5 million in follow-on funding for his work in lung cancer. Dr. 
Meyerson was awarded a second grant from Uniting Against Lung 
Cancer in 2009, to study novel genes driving small cell lung cancer. 

“I pledge to continue our efforts in lung 

cancer research, shoulder to shoulder 

with my colleagues, never pausing 

until we can cure every patient with 

lung cancer.” – Dr. Matthew Meyerson

UALC Jumpstarts Success in Lung Cancer Research
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Lidija Covic, PhD 
Tufts Medical Center

Sponsored by Elliot’s Legacy  

and Joan’s Legacy

Targeting protease-activated 
receptors in lung cancer with 
novel strategies

For a tumor to grow, it needs oxygen and nutrients supplied 
by new blood vessels. Anti-angiogenic therapies, such as 
Avastin®, prevent those new blood vessels from growing and 
feeding the tumor. Dr. Covic is investigating a new therapeutic 
target, PAR1, that plays a role in the regulation of blood 
vessel formation through producing VEGF. This project will 
investigate the role of PAR1 in VEGF production and tumor 
progression in lung cancer patients and preclinical models, and 
test a new potential therapy to prevent lung tumor growth.

Il-Jin Kim, DVM, PhD 
University of  California, San Francisco

Sponsored by the Marjorie M. Fisher Fund, Dr. 

David Hidalgo, and the Tighe-Hidalgo Foundation

Identification of novel fusion genes and 
tumor-specific isoforms in triple- or quadruple-
negative lung adenocarcinoma patients

Personalized medicine (matching targeted drugs to patients 
harboring specific mutations) has seen success in lung 
cancer patients with EGFR and ALK mutations. However, 
approximately 30-40% of lung adenocarcinoma patients 
have no identified driver, and no targeted therapy option. Dr. 
Kim will validate candidate targets uncovered in nearly 200 
lung adenocarcinoma patients. Inhibitors of some of these 
candidates are being tested in clinical trials in other diseases; 
validation of these targets will provide new treatment options 
for these patients and aid selection for clinical trials. 

Marc Ladanyi, MD
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

Sponsored by the George Link Jr. Foundation  

and BNY Mellon 

Beyond EGFR, KRAS, and ALK: mining 
mutation data from whole exome sequencing 
of lung adenocarcinomas negative for all 
known driver oncogenes

Dr. Ladanyi is also investigating novel driver oncogenes, and 
has assembled a set of over 60 lung cancers without any known 

driver oncogenes (EGFR, ALK, KRAS, HER2, etc). He will 
use advanced DNA sequencing technologies to identify and 
validate novel drivers, and investigate how these drivers cause 
lung tumors to grow. Identification of these drivers will aid 
developing treatments for lung cancer patients with no current 
targeted therapy option.

Naveen Kommajosyula, PhD
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Sponsored by the National Lung Cancer 

Partnership and Uniting Against Lung Cancer

PARP Inhibition in non-small cell 
lung cancer

Many chemotherapies work by inducing DNA damage in 
cancer cells. Dr. Kommajosyula is investigating PARP1, 
a protein critically involved in DNA damage repair, as a 
therapeutic target for NSCLC. He will screen a number of 
NSCLC cells lines for sensitivity to PARP inhibitors, either 
alone or in combination with other drugs attacking the same 
pathway. His work will uncover how PARP inhibitors will be 
useful in subsets of NSCLC, and add another molecular therapy 
against this disease. 

Mary Reyland, PhD
University of  Colorado

Sponsored by Elliot’s Legacy and Joan’s Legacy

KC Delta: A novel target in 
KRAS dependent non-small cell  
lung cancer

About 20% of lung cancers have KRAS mutations, yet no targeted 
therapy is currently available. Dr. Reyland is collaborating with a 
small drug development company to test potential inhibitors of 
a new target protein, PKC delta. She will test these drugs alone or 
in combination with other drugs to determine if they can inhibit 
the growth of lung cancer, using both cell lines and preclinical 
models. These studies will pave the way for future clinical trials to 
treat KRAS mutant lung cancers. 

UALC Grantees [continued from page 1]
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Jamey Young, PhD
Vanderbilt University 

Sponsored by the Hank Thompson Research  

Fund and Joan’s Legacy

Identifying pathways of redox regulation 

in LKB1-deficient NSCLC cells 

LKB1 is a tumor suppressor gene (a gene that stops tumors 
from growing) lost in 20-30% of NSCLC tumors. Normally, 
it regulates how cells respond to stress caused by nutrient 
starvation or free radicals, however, Dr. Young has shown 
that LKB1-deficient NSCLCs have stress-induced metabolic 
pathways permanently “turned on.” He will investigate how 
these pathways become enhanced and respond to changing 
stress conditions without LKB1, finding new therapeutic 
targets for patients harboring loss of LKB1.

Canary Lung Team,
Principal Investigator : 

Samir Hanash, PhD
Canary Foundation 

Sponsored by Joan’s Legacy

Lung Cancer Early Detection

 
This three-pronged study will help identify new ways to detect 
lung cancer at its earliest stages. One initiative is aimed at 
discovering molecular differences in lung cancer among never-
smokers compared with smokers or former smokers. Another 
arm of the project will develop tests for the most promising 
lung cancer biomarker candidates to be used in clinical 
practice for routine screening for lung cancer via a simple 
blood test. The third project will test new agents for imaging 
tests that will allow clinicians to better detect lung cancer 
through tumor-specific imaging.

RESEARCH BY THE HOURTM   

Funding Research. Finding A Cure.  
Lung cancer is the leading cancer killer in men and 
women in the United States. In 2011, the National 
Institute of Health committed $221 million for lung 
cancer research and this amount is estimated to remain 
the same for 2012. Despite lung cancer’s high mortality 
rate (lung cancer is estimated to kill more people in 
2012 than breast, prostate, colorectal, and pancreatic 
cancers combined), NIH funding for lung cancer still 
lags behind other cancers. Breast cancer research 
received $751 million in funding and prostate cancer 
research received $284 million, whereas lung cancer 
research received just $221 million. 

You can make a real impact in finding a cure for lung 
cancer by supporting Research by the Hour™. Each 
sponsored hour helps Uniting Against Lung Cancer 
fund the most innovative lung cancer research projects 
in the US. To date, we have sponsored over 340,000 
hours of critical lung cancer research, research that might 
otherwise go unfunded. Help us reach our Research by 
the Hour goal of funding an additional grant by 2013.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS:
1 hour ................................................................................. $25.00
2 hours ............................................................................... $50.00
4 hours  ............................................................................$100.00
12 hours  .........................................................................$300.00
24 hours  .........................................................................$600.00
48 hours  .....................................................................$1,200.00

•  Your $25 could fund the hour 
when a new mutation is identified. 

•  Your $100 could fund the hours 
when a novel biomarker is tested.  

• Your $600 could fund the day a cure is found.

Donate to Research by the Hour.  

Make every hour count. 

Visit: www.UnitingAgainstLungCancer.org

Call: 212-627-5500

Contributions to the Research by the Hour program 
will be used in conjunction with other UALC funding  
to sponsor $100,000 Legacy Grants.

The Canary Project team has published two 
manuscripts, including in Cancer Cell, with two 
additional upcoming manuscripts, describing new 
biomarkers for lung cancer early detection. The team 
is also currently pursuing regulatory steps for clinical 
trials to further develop imaging tests.
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Joan’s Legacy: Uniting Against Lung Cancer’s Strolling 
Supper with Blues and News drew over 600 attendees and 
raised close to $1 million to help find a cure for lung cancer. 
Host and Honorary Chairman Brian Williams moved the 
crowd to pledge to fight lung cancer as he called out the 

names of supporters who made Research by the Hour™ 
donations. Brian Williams also announced two awards: The 
Caine Halter Hope Now Award (see page 3 for description) and 
the Joanie Award for excellence in lung cancer reporting. 

Delbert McClinton performs at the Strolling Supper

UALC Medical Committee Member Dr. Wong with other past UALC 

grantees Drs. Sequist, Greulich, and Politi

2011 Joanie Award Winner, Chris Ballard of  Sports Illustrated

Robert Wachs; UALC Board member, Tess Wachs; Elliot’s Legacy co-founder, 

Robyn Chalmé; Elliot’s Legacy co-founder and UALC Board member, 

Raymond Chalmé

Photos by:  Yvette D’Elia and Ed Lederman

The Ninth Annual Strolling Supper with Blues and News 

The Joanie Award was created to honor Joan Scarangello, 
a TV news producer and writer. This year, Chris Ballard 
received the Joanie Award for his November 2010 Sports 

Illustrated article, “The Courage of Jill Costello,” about a 
member of the UC Berkeley’s women’s crew team who 
competed, trained, and inspired all while fighting for her life 
against lung cancer.

Chris Thibodeaux, Alessandra Serano, Ellen Little, Paul Chrystal, Elaine 

Keane, Joe Parisi, friends and family of  Barbara Parisi, late board member
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Joe Aldendifer
Margaret Alexander
Lewis Allison
James Ashby
Marie Bailey
Maura Bala
Mary Kay Barcus
Ezzat Bazze
Frances Bergesen
Dick Bernardi
Pritamlal Bhatt
Ted Blachinski
Betty Blueeyes Harvey
Eugene Borg
Lorraine Brilbeck
Denise Brown
Jane Bruggeman
Jan Bryant
Gary Burch
Brian Burge
Alice Bustamante
William Calabrette
Flora Campbell
Elliot Chalmé
Toni Christenson
Enrica Cianci
Mary Ciccio
Kitty Conlon
Chris Cottey
Karen Cox
Phyllis Cozzola
Patricia Craven
Kenneth Crawford
Mary Morgan Dadario
Andrea Davis
Joe Derico
Isabella DiBenedetto
Eve DiDonato

Kathleen Dittmar
Roger Duncan
Mr. Elias
Monika Elson
Lawrence Eubanks
Richard Faber
Michael Faleti
Lissa Florman
Ellen Foody
Nancy Forde
Andre Foster
Mary Frances
Judith Freedman
LaVerne Gau
Doris Gellman
Geri Gilbreth
Michelle Gillespie
Tracy Glasgow
Randy Goldberger
Sherry Lynn Grandjean
Jason Guzman
Bernabe Guzman Garcia
Kurt Haaning
Cora & Kenneth Hagan
Caine Halter
Shirley Halter
Rae Hammond
Catherine Hamrick Beattie
Lisa Hanhart
Mary Hanna
Nettie Hanover
Robert Hansen
Lisa Harnett
Jacqueline Harper
Marcia Haspel
Lois Hearn
Mary Hensley
Harvey Hines

Victor Hirsch
Larry Joe Holbrook
Fred Huetter
Robert Jackson
Billie Jones
Jan Jones
General Bob Joyce
Joanne Juscik 
Tara Kant Nigam
Suzy Keating
Miles Kletter
Carin Kofron
Marjorie Korff
Tamara Kozeev
Donna Kramer Zlotnick
Ester Ladson
Marylene Larkin
Gordon Law
Angela Lawrence
Abraham Laxer
Diana Layfield
Heather Lindberg
David Lippert
Susan & Kenneth Lochner
Mary Frances Lynch
Patrick Lynch
Debra Malewicki
Harold Marquit
Ivan Martinez
Sallie Matlack
George F. Maynard Jr.
Lena Mae Mays-Randle
Harry McAlpine
Neil McCaffrey
Don McCall
Tammy McClure
Carol McLeod
Patsy Meeks

Robert Merkes
John Mielcarek
William Moran
Mary Jo Morrison
Melinda Morrow
Ross Murdoch
Gay Naroff
Myle Nguyen
Walter Ott
Joni Pagan
Nana Pardee
Barbara Parisi
Marie Pearlman
Chuck Place
Lily Plaza
Clyde Podmore
Lisa Pollard-Bukowski
Neil Postman
Diane Powell
Patricia Qvigstad
Nancy Raisman
Fran Rajcevich
Roger Rechler
Dewey Redding
Mike Reid
Bill Robinson
George Roby
Luis Rodriguez
Ronald R. Romano, Sr.
Norma Romeo
Steven Rowe
Leo Rueschhoff
Diane Russo
Anna Ruszycyk
Frank Scarangello
Joan Scarangello
Mike Schmidt
Dina Shand

Carole Shephard
Loretta Smith
Alberto Solano
Larry Stachniak
David Stankus
Beth Steele-Dexter
Edward Steinberg
Grandpa Stepien
Yale Strogoff
Morris J. Sutton A”H
Carole Swartz
Lynn Taylor
Humberto Teijeiro
Lauren Terrazzano
Hank Thompson
Stephen Trana
Judy Trotter
Joseph Truszkowski
Pasquale Tullo
Phoebe Valeo
Carol Van Dyk
David VanValkenburgh
Juan Velez
Mildred Vieira
Sue Walker
John J. Walker, Jr.
Belinda Ward
Sandra Watson
Janan Weber
Lori Ernst Whitmer
William Wilkerson
Shirley Ann Wilson
Mary Elizabeth Wolfoert
Michele Wood
Marvin Ziegler

In Memory
Uniting Against Lung Cancer is proud to be the beneficiary of donations made in memory of loved ones. We remember the 
following individuals whose families and friends selected UALC to honor their loved one’s memory between September 1, 
2011 and February 15, 2012:

2011 Joanie Award Winner, Chris Ballard of  Sports Illustrated

MEDICAL COMMITTEE

David P. Carbone, MD, PhD
Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Steven M. Dubinett, MD
UCLA Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center

Eric B. Haura, MD
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute

John V. Heymach, MD, PhD
University of Texas, MD Anderson Cancer Center

Mark G. Kris, MD
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

 

William Pao, MD, PhD
Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Katherine M. Pisters, MD
University of Texas, MD Anderson Cancer Center

Charles Rudin, MD, PhD
Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer  
Center at Johns Hopkins

Kwok-Kin Wong, MD, PhD
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

BOArD Of DIrECTOrs
Mary Ann Tighe, President
Meryl Bralower
Raymond E. Chalmé
Roxanne Donovan
Wendy Goldstein
David A. Hidalgo, MD
Daisey Holmes
Pavi Micheli Lawson
Thomas Z. Scarangello
Ronald D. Sernau
Aaron M. Tighe
Tess Wachs
Patrick T. McNeive, President Emeritus

Medical Committee and Board of Directors
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The 2011 Joan’s Legacy: Uniting 
Against Lung Cancer Strolling Supper 
raised almost $1 million for lung cancer 
research! Read about the gala and the 
innovative research we support on page 6.

Join us for one of our signature Kites for a Cure® events!  
Please visit www.UnitingAgainstLungCancer.org/events to see our full listing of 
events. Find out how you can host your own personal event to fight lung cancer!

Help us go green! 
Sign up to get our news delivered 
electronically at our website: 
www.UnitingAgainstLungCancer.org. 

 27 Union Square West, Suite 304, New York, NY 10003
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